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Potentially Dangerous Winter Weather & Cold Ahead 

Summarize the threat 
in one or two bullets 

This page is required. 
Date / time auto-populates 

• Dangerous cold tonight through Friday night 
• Potentially significant snow Sunday night into Monday 
• Coldest air mass in years, if not record cold, arrives late Tuesday 
and persists into Thursday 
 

Initial issuance 

Message of the Day: 

Important Forecast Changes  

Summary Graphic – In one glance, 
this graphic should summarize your 
Message of the Day. This is the 
graphic portion of the thumbnail that 
will appear on the homepage. This 
graphic should be from one of the 
tabs.  
https://www.weather.gov/lot/weat
herstory 

Do not Remove this section! Discuss the 
change from the last SitRep or last 
forecast if this is the first SitRep 

Press Alt + F8 to change all 
Headline colors to match the 
operations level 
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Hazards:  Multiple & extended rounds of bitterly cold temperatures. Possibly 

significant snowfall Sunday night into Monday with additional smaller snow 

systems (Friday, Sunday-south, late Thursday) 

 

 

Areas Impacted: Northern Illinois & Northwest Indiana 

 

 

Timing & Duration:  Initial round of bitterly cold air tonight into Friday night, with 

even colder air returning Tuesday night through Thursday night. Most significant 

snow event expected  Sunday night into Monday 

 

 

Impacts:  Bitterly cold temperatures can lead to rapid onset of frostbite and 

hypothermia. Heavy snowfall can result in snow covered roads and hazardous 

travel conditions. 

 

 

Certainty & Considerations: It is unusual to forecast record temperatures, 

especially 5+ days out; however, there has so far been a very consistent signal 

that record or near record cold temps could occur through the latter half of next 

week.  In addition, strong winds appear possible at times, especially Tuesday 

night into Wednesday.  In addition, while it’s still early to pin down details on snow 

amounts Sunday/Monday, there has been a consistent signal for several days 

now that some locations in northern Illinois and northwest Indiana could see 6+ 

inches of snow. 
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Winter Weather & Cold 

Graphics Depot 

Key Points 

This page is required in order to address these 
critical elements: 
1. Hazards 
2. Areas Impacted 
3. Timing & Duration 
4. Impacts 
5. Forecast Certainty and Considerations 
6. Historical Perspective (how rare is this 
event?) is recommended to include especially 
in larger events.  
 
However, this format may be modified and 
offices may use graphics/other text 
(encompassing other slides if needed) as they 
see fit or as requested by local partner 
feedback to address these critical elements. 
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Winter Weather & Cold 

Graphics Depot 

Key Points 

This page is required in order to address these 
critical elements: 
1. Hazards 
2. Areas Impacted 
3. Timing & Duration 
4. Impacts 
5. Forecast Certainty and Considerations 
6. Historical Perspective (how rare is this 
event?) is recommended to include especially 
in larger events.  
 
However, this format may be modified and 
offices may use graphics/other text 
(encompassing other slides if needed) as they 
see fit or as requested by local partner 
feedback to address these critical elements. 
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Chicago Daily Record  

Cold Temperatures 
 

Jan 30th Daily Record 

Record coldest High Temp: 3°F 

Record coldest Low Temp: -15°F 

--- 

Current Forecast: Hi: -3°F; Lo: -11°F 

 

Jan 31st Daily Record 

Record coldest High Temp: 1°F 

Record coldest Low Temp: -12°F 

--- 

Current Forecast: Hi: 1°F; Lo: -14°F 

 

Rockford Daily Record  

Cold Temperatures 
 

Jan 30th Daily Record 

Record coldest High Temp: -3°F 

Record coldest Low Temp: -19°F 

--- 

Current Forecast: Hi: -6°F; Lo: -15°F 

 

Jan 31st Daily Record 

Record coldest High Temp: -3°F 

Record coldest Low Temp: -18°F 

--- 

Current Forecast: Hi: -2°F; Lo: -19°F 

 

Historical Perspective:  Record or near record cold is expected by 

midweek. January 6th, 2014 was the last time we were nearly this 

cold. 

 

January 16th, 2014 Hi/lo: 

 

Chicago: -2°F/-16°F  

Rockford: -7°F/-18°F 
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Event Start Time 
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Dangerously Cold Wind Chills Tonight & Early Friday 

This may not be ideal for 
every event. Feel free to 
annotate if concerned the 
graphic cannot speak for 
itself. 
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Snowfall Map 
(If you change map  
then change the  
title accordingly).  
Can also use GraphiDSS 
or ImageMaker to update 
quickly From GFE 
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Outlook 
 

Most areas in northern Illinois should see up to an inch of snow late Friday 

and Friday night.  1-2 inches is possible across portions of central/east 

central Illinois 

Light Snow Event Late Friday 
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Up to 1” 

Press Alt + F8 to change all 
Headline colors to match the 
operations level 
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Heavy Snow Possible Sunday night & Monday 

This may not be ideal for 
every event. Feel free to 
annotate if concerned the 
graphic cannot speak for 
itself. 
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Greatest Potential 

for Heavy Snow 
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Extreme & Possibly Life Threatening Cold 

This may not be ideal for 
every event. Feel free to 
annotate if concerned the 
graphic cannot speak for 
itself. 
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Tuesday Night &  

Wednesday Morning 

Min Wind Chill 
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Cold Will Result in Elevated Risk for Ice Jams 

This may not be ideal for 
every event. Feel free to 
annotate if concerned the 
graphic cannot speak for 
itself. 
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@NWSChicago NWS Chicago 

This page is highly 
recommended 
BUT NOT REQUIRED 
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